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READ THE FOLLOWING TERMS  AND TRY TO UNDERSTAND.  

‘Ethnic’: 
Ethnic means a social division based on shared culture and common descent. People 
belonging to an ethnic group need not have the same religion or nationality. 

Majoritarianism: 
A belief that the majority community should be able to rule a country in whichever way it 
wants, by disregarding the wishes and needs of the minority is majoritarianism. 

Power Sharing in Sri Lanka: 
Two major social groups are: (a) Sri Lankan Tamils (b) Indian Tamils. Sinhala-speaking 
(74 per cent) — Buddhism 

Tamil-speaking (18 per cent)—Hindus or Muslims: Sri Lankan Tamils (13 per cent), 
Indian Tamils (5 per cent). 

Establishment of Sinhala supremacy: 
Sri Lanka emerged as an independent country in 1948. The democratically elected 
government adopted a series of measures to establish Sinhala supremacy: 

1. In 1956, an Act was passed to make Sinhala the official language. 
2. The government followed preferential policies favouring Sinhala applicants for 

University positions and government jobs. 
3. The Constitution provided for State protection and fostering of Buddhism. 

The Sri Lankan Tamils felt that none of the major political parties led by the Buddhist 
Sinhala leaders were sensitive to their language and culture and the government 
policies denied them equal political rights. The Sri Lankan Tamils launched parties and 
struggles for the recognition of Tamil, for regional autonomy and equality of opportunity 
in every field. Therefore, the measures adopted by the government to establish Sinhala 
supremacy led to Civil War. 
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